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Potential GIAHS in the Dolomites.
A necessary complement to the WHS

Viviana Ferrario, professor at the Universita luav di Venezia

President of the Centro Studi Comelico and Sappada Foundation



‘A sinktra, vero e proprio prolung amento
della Rocchefta, §f Becco di Mezzodi e B cresta
del Beccolungo (Croda da Lago) svetlano
come una ffa di denti frastaghati.”

(Amedia B. Edwards, Untroddan Peaks
and Unfrequented Valleys, 1872)
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Dolomites

entered the (vii)

WHS list under to contain superlative natural phenomena

or areas of exceptional natural beauty and aesthetic
importance

these criteria

(viii)

to be outstanding examples representing major stages of earth's
history, including the record of life, significant on-going
geological processes in the development of landforms, or
significant geomorphic or physiographic features
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grandi masse rocciose perfettamente
verticali, bianche e di forma

ccezionalmente varia, che si
b elevano improwvisamente dal suolo
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ampi e plastici basamenti di urigiine
poligenetica, dolcemente ondulati

From: Dolomiti Unésco Nomination Document (2009)




Le Dolpanit! somo wn’area di 2its montagna,

la cul morfologia costriutsce un natursie
limite allo sfrottamento intensivo delie rsorss
da parte deif vome. La maggior parte

dl gueste montagne rimane naccassibile

par un lungo periodo dell'aang (da novemone
2 maggio) a causa delle condiziont climaticha
Fwiarse. Le atfivita che vanno sttentaments
monitorate sond [ prevsions sugll apcsistemi
@ lNeso imappropriato delle fdsorse naterall
Latilizzo g= teiitono 8 soopa agro-sive-
pastoraie costrinisce un fatiore Importante
par 'economia delia regions dolomitics.
Tuttevia esse ¢ fortements regolsts

ad interessa principaiments solo akcone
porzioni delle &fee tampone.

Ls presenra d! maighe ad alpagp!
contribulsce In maniera determinants

8l presidio paesaggestico G teeritona,
rafivrzando Nmmagine specifica che guastl
luaghi hanno nall tmmaginario collettiva.




Alpine pastures
Seasonal pastoral settlements
Tourist settlements

Villages
Farms

Meadows
Arables

Industries
Infrastructures
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ALPICULTURE

Profilo del versante

Limite dello sfruttamento

3000-3200 M

Schema degli spostamenti in un’azienda
articolata su tre livelli (o piani colturali)

oo N
Animali
al pascolo Al
Proprieta comunale Limite del bosco 2100-2200 M 15 giugno 15 settembre
~1
[
o Salita Y Discesa

A?lmah.al PaSCOI-O it all’alpeggio 8 dall’alpeggio
e foraggiamento in stalla o0 =2

28 Maggengo {mo?tlr_:azxone) % (demonticlatzm?e)
Proprieta privata 1500-1600 m 1 maggio i novembre

Foraggiamento in stalla
e animali al pascolo

Proprieta privata

(From: Batzing, 2003; see also: Sestini, 1963; Bar, 1979)

Beni di fondovalle
I1000-1300 M
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Arables on the
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Arables on the
Dolomites
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New arables
on the
Dolomites:

Chicory




New arables
on the
Dolomites:

Barley




GIHAS Features and criteria

criteria

& Food and livelihood security

Q Agrobiodiversity

g Local and traditional knowledge systems

Cultures, value systems and
social organisation

O Landscapes and Seascape Features



Food production
(Dolomiti
Bellunesi
National Park)

Lamon’s bean

Sponcio corn

Piave cheese

Cheese and cured meat




Agriculture-
related
biodiversity

in the Dolomites Agroforestry systems

Alpine peatlands

Species-rich hay meadows [



Knowledge
system

Know-how




Culture, values
linked to
agriculture
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Risks and threats

INTENSIFICATION

* Increasing zootechnical charge

« Concentration of zootechnical charge in small areas

* Increasing farm dimension

« Expansion of specialized cultrures (vine, fruit)

» Loss of ancient species

ABANDONMENT

* Diminishing UAA

* Diminishing number of farms

» Afforestation

» Loss of terraced landscapes

« Abandonment of rural buildings
» Loss of paths

» Loss of biodiversity

(Risks of) DIVERSIFICATION

From agri-tourism to only tourism
From production+transformation to
only transformation

From rural buildings to weekend
houses

From farming landscape to leisure
landscapes
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