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(vii)
to contain superlative natural phenomena 
or areas of exceptional natural beauty and aesthetic 
importance

(viii)
to be outstanding examples representing major stages of earth's 
history, including the record of life, significant on-going 
geological processes in the development of landforms, or 
significant geomorphic or physiographic features

Dolomites
entered the 
WHS list under 
these criteria





From: Dolomiti Unesco Nomination Document (2009)





CULTURAL LANDSCAPES
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(From: Bätzing, 2003; see also: Sestini, 1963; Bär, 1979) 

ALPICULTURE
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Arables on the 
Dolomites
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New arables
on the 
Dolomites:

Chicory



New arables
on the 
Dolomites:

Barley



GIHAS 
criteria

Food and livelihood security

Agrobiodiversity

Local and traditional knowledge systems 

Cultures, value systems and
social organisation

Landscapes and Seascape Features



Food production
(Dolomiti 
Bellunesi 
National Park)

Sponcio corn

Piave cheese

Lamon’s bean

Cheese and cured meat



Agroforestry systems

Alpine peatlands

Species-rich hay meadows

Agriculture-
related
biodiversity
in the Dolomites



Knowledge 
system

Know-how



Culture, values
linked to 
agriculture



INTENSIFICATION

• Increasing zootechnical charge
• Concentration of zootechnical charge in small areas
• Increasing farm dimension
• Expansion of specialized cultrures (vine, fruit)
• Loss of ancient species

ABANDONMENT

• Diminishing UAA
• Diminishing number of farms
• Afforestation
• Loss of terraced landscapes
• Abandonment of rural buildings
• Loss of paths
• Loss of biodiversity

Risks and threats

(Risks of) DIVERSIFICATION

• From agri-tourism to only tourism
• From production+transformation to 

only transformation
• From rural buildings to weekend 

houses
• From farming landscape to leisure

landscapes



Tre cime di Lavaredo

Malga Rinbianco

Misurina

Malga Misurina


